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What

I The Torah writes in Exodus 18,
the morrow,
prople stood

| his comment on this, Rashi, (quoting the
was the day following Yom ha-Kippurim. Rashi also goes to
great lengths to prove that the
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follows s a journalistic reconstiuction of a lecture Rahbi
Soloveitchik gave before the R.C.A. Annual Convention of June 1973
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“And it came to pass on |
that Moses sat 1o judge the people: and the |
about Moses from morning till cvening " In |'

Mekbilla, says it
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have received Yitro was the day after Yom Kippur. Ramban
and the Mekbilta just state it was that day. If so, the “Mmorrow”
is conticeted Tt to the Gomming of Yitro, as Ibn Bzra explains,
but rather to Yom Kippur. What forced the commentaries to
associate the judging of the people with the Day of Atonement?

First we must try to understand the meaning and implications
of "on the morraw.” Either we try to show the imporiance

of this day by connecting_ it to_the_previous day, or the

taday. According to the first view, today becomes an appendix

of yesterday, and since yesterday had cerain sanctity, so

today. According to the second explanation, yesterday was
a day of shame, while loday is a day of honor and glory.
For example, in Exodus 32 it says: “And it came to pass on
the morrow and Moses said . . .You have sinned a great sin
{%. And the people heard. . . and they mourned.” Here the
“on the morraow” contrasts the yesterday, a day of revelry,

with the today, a day of regaining morality, reappraising

what happened yesterday. It compares a day of repentance
with a day of sin, of intoxication, of idol worship. Today is
the rebirth; yesterday, the downfall. In a similar vein, we
sce that when the Torah describes the change the people

underwent following the incident of the spies, the Humasb}
states: “And they rose up early in the moming. . . we willj
go up to the place . . . for we have sinned.” Again, the!

Visight before was one of black despair. All avenues of cscapci

were cut off. In the morning, they lost their resignation, and,

a new spirit appeared. In the course of one night we find a

change from tragedy to a rise in greatness. But as mentioned,
the “morrow” has another connotation. The “yesierday” is

' 3[ singled out. No change is present, but rather a changeless

identity, an experience not yet extinguished with the passage
of time, The Jew refuses to let go of the sanctity he has
attained. Today is nothing but a_ reflection Bf "yesterday.
“And you shall count unto you from the morrow after the

{ Sabbath. . .» The day following Pesah is no ordinary day,

\.1( sanctity and a refusal to leave it.

bf(,philosophy of the day is not abandoned with bavdala.

but, rather a continuation of the beauty of the holiday. Many
halakhot reflect this idea that awareness of sunctity docs not
wither with passage of time. For instance, the halakha of
“adding to kodesh from pol* is a craving of a Jew for

We may now try to understand why Hazal always said it
was ‘the day after Yom Kippur. A Jew does not merely
observe the Day of Atonement. He experiences it. The day
livés on and accompanies man into the profane waorld. The

Judgment and the human role in its application are not
separable from Yom Kippur. Whenever Moses sat in judgment,
it was the day after Yom Kippur for him. Why ? Mast dinei
Torab result oot in strict halakhic 'd‘é};‘_i'sions, hut rather in
p'shara, compromise. Compromise is the ideal legal solution,

not strict adherence to legality, After the parties agree to
compromise, the judge still ‘exerts authority, as if it were a .
strict grsak. The halakha requires a ginyan for compromise,
which sets up the court as the authority. The judge is not an
arbitrator, He is a shofer, judge. Compromise in this sense is

15-01-2014
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